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Uranium Mining — Adjournment Debate 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [10.10 pm]: I want to provide some information to members this 
evening on one of my favourite topics; that is, uranium mining. I think this is an issue that a number of members 
here probably would not be aware of because it relates to a uranium mine in South Australia. However, I bring 
this information into this chamber because it indicates the sorts of companies and the sorts of individuals who 
will do business in this area of uranium mining and the sorts of companies and the sorts of individuals with 
whom the federal government and, in this case, the South Australian government will do business. 

I refer to an article that appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald on 16 July this year, which states — 

THE new uranium mine approved by the Environment Minister, Peter Garrett, will be owned by a 
subsidiary of one of the world’s biggest arms dealers. 

A colourful but reclusive billionaire named James Neal Blue, who helped devise the Predator unmanned 
aircraft being used in the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, is a director of Quasar Resources—the company 
that will control the Four Mile mine. 

Quasar Resources is an affiliate of General Atomics, a US weapons and nuclear energy corporation 
which is chaired by Mr Blue, and reportedly holds $US700 million … in Pentagon contracts. Mr Blue, 
… first came to prominence during the 1980s as a self-described “enthusiastic supporter” of US 
involvement in a covert war against the left-wing government in Nicaragua. 

Next to the new Four Mile mine is the Beverley uranium mine, which is owned by Heathgate 
Resources, also affiliated to Mr Blue’s General Atomics, meaning that almost 200 square kilometres is 
now dedicated to the two related mines. 

My concern is that those who support uranium mining like to try to make the case that mining uranium for so-
called peaceful purposes for generation of electricity is in no way linked to the production of nuclear weapons. I 
suggest that if we in Australia are willing to sign up to a deal with someone who is quite clearly involved in 
armaments, that whole cover has been completely blown out of the water. My question is to the Liberal members 
in this chamber, and perhaps particularly to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: is this the sort of company 
that we are anticipating we might sign up for a uranium mine in Western Australia also? There has been a lot of 
talk that we think the way things are done in South Australia is quite okay, thanks very much, and we will have 
some of that over here. I am suggesting to members opposite that the people who do business in this industry are 
corrupt and are ultimately connected with the weapons industry. There is no way we can separate the mining of 
uranium from the use of it in weapons manufacture, particularly when we sign up with a company which actually 
does that and which continues to use Australian uranium to produce nuclear weapons in the United States. 

I will continue to bring matters like this into this Parliament, because members need to understand what we are 
talking about when we are dealing with this industry. It is not a benign industry. It is inseparable from nuclear 
weapons and nuclear waste. I encourage members to inform themselves about whom we do business with in this 
sector.  
 


